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Tnn SPEAKER took the chair at 7.30 p.m.

L'RA~tld.

LATRINES IN IVELLINGTON-STREET.
PERTH.

MR. LEAKE, in accordance with notice,
asked the Commissioner or Rilways, if the
brick building in Wellington-street, hnnmedi-
ately in front of the main entrance to the
Perth Railway Station, was being erected with
his approval or consent ; and if not, whether
any steps were contemplated to enforce its re-
moval.

Tat COMM1ISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn.) replied that he had no
control whatever over the streets of Perth, nor
had he any right to interfere in any way with
the erectin of any building considered neces-
sary by the Municipality; his consent was not
necessary, nor had it been soicited.

REMOVAL OF RAILWAY WORKSHOPS TO
THE MIDLAND JUNCTION.

ME. MOSS: I rise, in accordance with no-
tice, to ask the Commnissioner of Railways,-

1. If Air. Allison Smith has in any way been
employed by the Goverrnent since the date of
his report on the Railway Workshops.

2. If so, the dates between which such en,-
ploynment lasted; the nature of the work
undertaken by him; the u-emne.tion paid to
him for his services.

3. Whether any, and if so what, works have
been constructed or commenced b~y the Govern-
ment, at, or in the vicinity of, tho Midland
Junction, prior to the 19th day of March,
i695.

4. Whether any, and if so whnt, works have
been constructed, continued, or commenced by

the Governmnut, at or in the vicinity of the
Midland Junction, since the 19th day of March,
1895.

5. Has the Government let a contract for
the construction of a dan at the Midland
Junction, nlear the proposed site there for the
Railway Workshops; and, it so, what is the
amnount oF such contract, and has the expendi-
ture been authorised by Parlisament, and from,
what alloc.,tion in the Schedule to any Loan
Act lait the money been, drawn.

6. What is the Purpose for which the said
dama is being consltructed.

THR COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. IV. Vernn) replied as follows:-

1. Yes.

2. (a.) 10 days ; 19th February to ltt
March, 1895, inclusive.

(b.) Consulting, advising, and super-
vision of detail drawings in connection with
new warkshops.

(c.) X52 L0s.
3. Assumning the question to refer to works

in connection with workshops. None.

4. Assuming the question to refer to works
in connection with workshops. None.

5. (a.) Yes.

(b.) £1,353 16s. 2d.

(c.) Yes.

(d.) Loan, 1894. Item O-Additional
improvements to opented railways.

6. Supply of water for railway purposes.

EAST PERT H RAILWAY STATION.
MR. JAMES, pursuant to notice, asked the

Commissioner of Railways when the erection
of the East Perth Railway Station would be
commencedt.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. IL. W. Venn) replied, as follows: In
about a week. The erection of thii Station
has been delayed in consequence of the City
Council declining to allow the closure of the
C'laisebrook Road. The station wifl now be
erected at the junction of the Eastern Railway
and the South-Western, Railwvay.

INTERRUPTIONS ON THE CUE
TELEGRAPH LINE.

Ma. ULLINGWO INI', in accordance with
notice, asked the Premiier,-

(1.) How many clays the Telegraph Line to
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Cue had been interrupted during the present
monthF

(2.) Was he aware that these interruptions
caused serious inconvenience and lossP

(3.) Would he take the necessary steps to
prevent such lengthy interruptions in future?

Tin PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest) re-
plied, as follows:

(1.) From 8 a.m. on the 17th to 10-30 a.m.
on the 19th, and from 4 p.m. on the 19th to
2-30 p.m. on the 21st ; about four days in all.

(2.) Yes ; and very much regrets it.

(3.) Yes. An extra, lineman has been
stationed on the line. Every precaution is be-
ing taken to keep open communication.

TENDERS. FOR CONSTRUCTION OP
MULLEWA-CUE RAILWAY.

MR. ILLINGWORTIH, in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Railways.-

(1.) What was the cause of the delay in
calling for tenders for the construction
of the Cue Railway P

(2.) What was the earliest possible date upon
which the Department would call for
these tendersP

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. ff. W. Venn) replied as follows :

1. There has been no delay whatever in
connection with the Mullewa-Cue Rail-
way. The permanent survey was com-
menced in September, 1894, and was
carried on by a large staff of surveyors.
The field work was completed in
January. 1895, (200 miles in four
months). The plotting and completion
of the plans has since been actively
carried on.

2. The 1st November, 1895. Preliminary
notice of date will be given early in
Anugust.

COMPLETION 01F SUBIACO (CEMETERY)
ROAD.

Mn. WOOD, in w.cordsance with notice,
asked the Director of Public Works whether
it was the intention of the Works Department
to further improve the Subiaco road, and bring
it into a proper condition for trafficP

Tus DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hop. H. W. Vean) replied that arrangements
had been made for putting a blinding coat of
bluestone on, and that the work had now been
started.

DAYS AND HOURS OP SITTING OF THlE
ASSEMBLY.

Tim PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest), in
accordance with notice, moved " That unless
otherwise ordered the House will meet for
despatch of business on Mondays, at 7.30 p.m.;
Tuesdays, at 2,30 p.m., and if necessary, until
6-30 p.m.; and on Wednesdays and Thursdays
from 4.30 p.m. to 6-30 p.m. if necessary, and, if
requisite, from 7130 p.m. onwards."

M&. WOOD moved, as an amendment, that
the House should meet on Tuesdays at 4 p.m.
instead of 2-30 p.m. The latter hour, he said,
was a very inconvenient one for most members
who were in business, or who were profee.
sionally engaged, and he thought it would be
more in accordance with the wishes of members
that the House should meet on Tuesdays at 4
o'clock, end continue sitting until 0,30 p.m. if
neceSary.

MR. A. FORREST sadd he would support the
amendment of the hon. member for West
Perth. It was most inconvenient for most
members to attend the House at half past two
in the afternoon, and he hoped the Premier
would agree to alter the hour ais proposed. At
these early afternoon sittings the House was
generally a thin one, which was not what
they wanted. They wanted a full Rouse, and
4I o'clock would suit the convenience of most
business members, as well as members of the
Government.

Ma. KEEP would support the amendment,
for, so far as he was personally concerned, it
was absolutely impossible for him to be pre-
sent at hall-past 2 in the afternoon; and he
believed the same applied to other membeis
who resided at Fremantle.

THs PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest)
said he had no objection to the proposed
change, if hon. members wished it. The only
objection he saw to it was that it would
shorten the sitting considerahly, and country
members might object to it.

Mun. MARM ION thought it would be better
to alter the hojur to 4130 instead of 4 o'clock,
so that the Rouse should meet at the same
hour on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.

MR. CLARKSON, speaking as a country
member, bad no objection to the amendmnt,
provided the Rouse sat longer than half-past
8, or met again after tea. Jt was all very well
for members living in town to fix the hours of
meeting to suit their own convenience, with-
out any consideration for country members,

NuZlewa-Cue Railway. [ASSEMBLY.]
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who did not like to see tim. wasted and the
session protracted.

MR. RANDELL thought if they were going
to alter the hour at all it would be better to
make it 4130 than 4 o'clock, so that the three
afternoon sittings should commence at the
sanme hour. Personally he was indifferent
whether the House met at 2.30 or at a later
hour, but there could be no doubt that to busi-
SES 'Den and professional men, half-pust 2
was a very inconvenient hour.

MR. PIESSE suggested that the motion be
&ajourned until the following day, so that
members might have an opportunity of con-
sulting each other As to the most convenient
time for sitting.

MR. ILLINGWORTH thought they might
follow the practice of the other colonies, and
have an off day on Monday, sitting only on
Tuesday. Wednesday. and Thursday, and
meeting each day at 4.30 pmm., and continuing
the sittings in the evening.

The amendment upon being put was adopted.
and the motion as amended put and passed.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS.
THE PREMIER (Hon. SirfJ. Forrest) moved

that on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and also
on Thursdays after 7.30 p.m., Government
business should take precedence of all motions
and orders of the day.

Agreed to.

SESSIONAL COMMITTEES.
THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) moved

-That the Standing Orders Committee for
the present session consist of the following
members, viz. :-Mr. Speaker, Mr. Burt, and
the Chairman of Committees; with leave to sit
during any adjournment, and authority to
confer upon Subjects of mutual concernment
with any committee appointed for similar pur-
poses by the Legislative Council.

Agreed to.

Tnx PREMIIER (Hon. SirSJ. Forrest) moved
"'Thatt the Library Committee of this House
for the present Session consist of the following
members, viz. :-Mr. Speaker. Mr. Burt, and
Mr. Harper; with authority to sit during any
adjournment, and during the recess, and with
authority to Set jointly with the Library Com-
mittee of the Legislativ- Council."

Agreed to.
THx PREMIER (Ron. SirS. Forrest) ,noved
That The Printing Committee for the present

Session consist of the following members, viz.:

-Mr. Speaker. Mr. Venn, and the Chairman
of Committees; to assist Mr. Speaker in all
matters which relate to the printing executed
by3 order of the House, and for the purpose of
selecting and arranging for printing returns
and papers presented in pursuance of motions
made by members, and all papers laid upon
the table, whether in answer to addresses or
otherwise."

Agreed to.
THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) moved

"That the Refreshment Rooms Committee
for the present session consist of the following
mnemblers, viz. :-Mr. Speaker, Mr. Marmion,
Mr. R. F. Sho]], and Mr. Monger; with leave
to sit during any adjournment, and during
vecess."

Agreed to.

NEW BILLS.

The following Bills were introduced and
read a first time:-A Bill to amend the Law
relating to Partnerships (introduced by Mr.
JAmEs); a Bill to amend the Law relating to
A rbitrations (introduced by Mr. JAMES); a
Bill to amend the Law relating to Evidence in
Criminal Cases (introduced by Mr. JAMES); a
Bill to confirm certain Expenditure for the
year ending 30th June, 1894 (introduced by
Sir Joux FOnRST);I a Bill to regulate the
Appointment, and the Tenure of the Office of
AgentdGenersl (introduced by Sir JOHN
FonRusT); a Bill to regulate the Interest
payable to Depositors in the Post Office Savings
Bank (introduced by Sir JON FORRSTs); A
Bill for the Establishment and Maintenance
in Western Australia of the Perth Branch of
the Royal Mint (introduced by Sit JouN
Founns'r); a Bill to repeal certain Export
Duties (introduced by Sir JQnN FORREST); R

Bill to regulate and restrict the wearing of
Naval and Military Uniforms (introduced by
Mr. BnnT); and a Dill to amend the Law as
to the Appointment of Justices of the peace
(introduced by Mr. BuRT).

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY TO HIS EX-
CELLENCY'S SPEECH.

ADJOURNSED DEBATE.

Mr. RANDELL: Mr. Speaker-Sir, if I
pass over some of the numerous items
in the Governor's Speech, I hope it
will not be Ensumed that I have no
sympathy with the Ministry in the state-
ments they have been able to mnake to us in
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reference to the business of the country and
its various interests. But it would he im-
proper, I think, for me to detain this House
while I went through this long Speech in
eolenso, as other members will be better able
then myself to take up some of the points of
the Speech with which isi Excellency has
favoured us. There are many etatements in
it which cannot fail to be a subject for con-
gratulation to us all ;these I pass over, as we
may fairly assume that every member joins in
the congratulations which are here conveyed.
The question of Federation seems to have
occupied the attention of the Ministry during
the recess, and we are told here that the
Federal Council met in Hobart in January
last, at which conference this colony was
represented. So far as I was able to guege
public Opinion on this question of Federation,
'whilst I was in the other colonies a short time
ago, I really think the question is one that
does not interest the general public very
much. Outside Victoria yen will scarcely
find anyone taking any real interest in it, or
earnestly desiring to see federation brought
about at the present lime. Many agree that
it may he desirable in the distant future, but
I could nt discover that there 'was any real
intention on the part or the Governments of
the ether colonies to take up the quest-ion
seriously at present, or to try to bring it to a
successful issue. I think we may safely ay
there is no such intention. Of course in Vic-
toria it suits their purpose to urge th is ques-
tion forward, and their reasons for doing so
are very apparent. They have established in
Melbourne end various other towns large
snanufactories, and they find these manufac-
tories at the present time to a very great
extent idle, they find that their population
is leaving the colony, and, in these circum-
stances, they hope that if Federation were an
accomplished fact these mnanufactories 'would
proceed with greater vigour, end they would he
quite able to take advantage of the increasing
demand that -is expected to result from the
act of federation. That is so far as Victoria is
concerned. But in the other colonies I found
little or no desire to see Federation brought
about-at the present time or in the immsedi-
ate future, and I think we may safely take it
that the opinion 'which is expressed here in
His Excellency's Speech, that under existing
circumstances the question is not a pressing
question for this colony, is a proper one, and
accurately represents public opinion on the

aub~let. It is a question which may fittingly
occupy the attention of hon. menmbers in their
retirement du ring the recess, and which may
also occupy the attention of others who take
an interest in public affairs. But I do not
think we can at present look upon it as being
within the range of practical politics. I
lock upon it as being an academic ques-
tion rather than a practical question
at present. No doubt, in rime, as the
colonies become better educated with reference
to this question of Federation, the question
may obtain a stronger hold upon the public
mind, but I think that at present the general
opinion both in this House and throughout the
country generally is, that Western Australia,
at any rate, is not prepared just yet to enter
into federation with the other colonies, for
reasons which. I think are obvious to us all.
I notice in the 6th paragraph of the Speech, a,
reference is made to the numerous public works
authorised by Parliament, which we are told
have made satisfactory progress during the re-
ces. If I may briefly criticise the whole
Speech we have just had the honour of listen-
ing to, I think I may fairly characterise it as
merely a kind of piogress report which the
Ministers have furnished us with,ehowing what
they have done during the time that Parlia-
mnent has been in recess. There is no thing
very startling in the Speech itself, though it
affords plenty of food for reflection ad plenty
of room for congratulation on the progress whieh
has been wade with nmnny of the works author-
ised by Parliament-works which we hope and
believe will conduce to the well-being of the
community at large. I1 would, however, re-
mark in passing, with reference toc this public
works clause, that I have ascertained there is
a very strong opinion in the Southern DistrictsP
that the route taken for the lBusseltoh Rail-
Way is a Wrong One, and that great injury has
thereby been inflicted upon the country there.
I mention this now because thereis a possibility
that the same may apply in reference to the
route of the proposed railway from Donny-
brook to Bridgetown. I mention the matter
asua timely caution to the House, so that we
may have the best information possible before
fixing upon the route which any future rail-
way should take. A great deal depends
upon whether we take a line of rilway
through country likely to be developed
and which will contribute to the revenues of the
railway, or whether we take it, (under pressure

perhaps from some influential section of
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the inhabitants) through a portion of the
country which may suit a few, to the inajury of
the many. I mention it, so that if a mistake
has been made-as ITam led to believe it has
been made-in reference to this particular
railway it may lead us to be very cautious in
the future, and very careful not to commit
such a mistake again, in connection with other
lines. With reference to the next paragraph
of the Speech, relating to the further develop-
ment of the coal deposits on the Collie. river, I
hear there is likely to be a -battle of the
routes " in connection with this railway also.
Efforts, we know, have been made to take it by
the Preston river, while on the other hand
thercis a strong desire to have it taken by the
Brunswick. I do not propose to say anything
this evening upon the merits of the rival
routes, but I hope we shall have every inf or-
mnation afforded us as to the advantages of
both routes before we decide in which direction
this railway should go. 1 do not know yet
whatroute the Government have decided upon.
but I do know that it is a question for very
serious consideration which route should be
adopted for this particular railway. IffI were
to express my own opinion at the present time,
I should say that the line should be constructed
for the particular object we have in view,-
that is, the development of the coalfield itself,
and that we should leave other considerations
subsidiary considerations, out of the question.
That we have a valuable fuel there I am
pleased to be able to say I ama perfectly of
opinion. It is not a gas coal I rm afraid, but
it is really an excellent steaming coal, and I
believe it will be found very largely useful and
helpful to the colony. I am, somewhat afraid,
however, from itscomposition that it is perhaps
likely to create a large amount of smnsll stuff,
which will be unsaleable and unfit perhaps for
traction purposes. If it were a gas coal it
would not matter so much, but inasmuch as
I am afraid it is not a gas coal, it presents this
drawback. Bat there can be no question about
its heating properties. I convinced myself
fully of that at the mouth of the pit, and in
other ways since; but there are some particul-
ars which I think we should like to have from
the Government an speedily as possible with
reference to this coalfield. Ihbelieve somte l,OOJ
tons were authorised to be raised, and!I should
like to know whether this quanti ty has been
raised, and at what cost, and what has become
of the coal so raised; also what route has been
selected for the railway to the field, and at

what price thecoal can be delivered into trucks
ait the pits' mouth ; also, whether any definite
information has been obtained as to the area
and extent of these coal deposits. I have
understood it to have been vaguely stated that
there are ten square miles of it. It is sometime
since 1 heard that statement, and I do not
know whether it has been confirmed by actual.
operations subsequently undertaken by the
Director of Public Works. If so, it will be
very useful information. I think we require
some authoritative information on all the
points I have indicated, to enable us to form a
p~roper opinion with reference to the desirabil.
ity of at once constructing this line of railway,
.And the route it should take. I notice by the
8th clause of the Speech, that, in view of the fin-

portance of the Dundas goldfield, it isintended
To create facilities at Esperance flay for the din-
charge of cargo and for general trade, by the
construction of ajettythere. Iampleasedtosee
the Governmentare recognising the claims of
Albany to have at least a share in that trade,
,and that a contract hes heesn entered into and
a sult sidy offered for a fortnigbtly service be.
tween Albany, Esperance Bay and other
ports on our Southern coast, for the mutual
benefit of the people residing in that part of
the colony. I think it is a step in the right
direction. I should like to know, when the
Government can give us the information,
whether this jetty they are having construct-
ed is protccted from the action of the sea, and
whether it will be safe for steamers to lie
alongside it. I believe the present jetty is
very much exposed to the action of the seaand
is not a place at which vessels cani discharge
at all tinier. I understand, however, that
that is not a Government jetty, but one erect-
ed by private enterprise. I think the Houase
would be glad for some information on this
point, as to w.ether the new jetty will afford
safe accommodation for vessels trading to
Esperance Bay-steamers for instance. Ipass
over the paragraph relating to the Agricultur-
al Bank, as some information has been asked
for this evening by two members of the House
with reference tothis inatitution,-information
which when furnished to us will enable us to
form a better opinion as to what has been the
result of the establishment of this Back. Ta
the meantime, I think we must all he glad to
receive the assurance of the Government-and
no doubt that assurance will be sustained by
the returns asked for-as to the good work
that has already been accomplished by this

[ASSEMBLY. I Address-in-Reply.
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institution. Evidently, however, it has not
pleased some members of this House. Both
the hon. mesobets for Northam and the hon.
member for the Williams, who moved and
seconded the Address, are not quite satisfied
ats to the operations of the Bank, and I1 appre-
hend the same feeling will prevail over a con-
siderable portion of the community. I recog-
nise of course that everybody cannot partici-
pate in the advantages of a Bank which has,
in the nature of things, a very limited income.
Some reference hen been made to the opei a-
tions of the Bank being hampered by toa
much red tape. Although that may be the
case, I think, myself, the Government are quite
right in exercising every precaution when they
are advancing this money to those who apply
for assistance out of the funds of the Bank.
I believe, from what I can gather, that the
Manager, in conjunction with the hon. the
Colonial Tireasurer, is exercising the necessary
caution in this respect, and, so far as I amn
concerned, I am quite willing to leave the
matter in their hands, merely adding that in
my opinion it is very necessary they should
exorcise every care and discrimination in
granting assistance out of the funds of the
Bank. It is ;aid in another paragraph of the
Speech that some progress has been mnade in
the opening up of well-watered stock routes
to our Northern Districts, and that good re-
sults are anticipated. This at once brings us
face to face with the tEa imposed upon ink-
ported stock, a short time ago.

Tie Faguia: It was in existence long be-
fore that.

MRl. RANDELL:- I know; but I think it
was increased.

Tun PrEitu&: No.
MRl. RAN DELL: At any rate this question

of opening up stock routes brings tis face to
facGe with the fact that we have a. Stock 'lax.

Ma. A. Foase: I hope it will be kept there
too.

MR. ILKNDELL: I do not know what the
bon. member may hope or wish, but I believe
there is a very general and widespread feeling,
at any rate in the great centres of population.
that this Stock Tax should bo repealed.

MRl. A. FoaansT: Take off the duty on flour
and chaff then.

M&t RASDELL: When we take into con-
sideration the high price obtaining for meat
in this colony, when we remember also the
great difference in the price we have to pay
here as compared with the prices ruling in the

other colonies, I think we must arrive at the
conclusion, that the feeling of dissatisfaction
at this tax, which, exists in the minds of a
great part of the population of the colony, is
at any rate based on a sound foundation. It
has been said in this House that if this Stock
'Tax were taken off it would not reduce the
price of meat in the sligh test to the consumer.
I am not inclined to say that is correct, but,
whether it is so or not., I do think we ought to
take into consideration the high price paid for
meat in this colony at the present time, and
that the time baa arrived when we should
seriously consider why this Stock Tax should
not be repealed, I think, myself, it ought to
be repealed, and if the question of repealing
it comes before the House, I shall vote in
favour of itv repeal. It seems to rue monstrous
that wh ile we have to import meat, as we have
to do from the other colonies, to supply our
local wants-it seems to me monstrous that
we should have to pay this tax of 30as. per head
for oxen, which I suppose in some cases
amounts to.-

Mac A. Foanssv: A farthing a lb.
Ma. ltANDELL: I should say about 25 per

cont. of the value in some cases. Hon. mem-
bers may laugh, and say I do not know any-
thing about it. Hut I believe meat can be
obtained now at a very low price in the other
colonies, when they can afford to sell it for bid.
per lb. The hon. member for West Kimberley
(Mr. A. Forrest) says "Take the tax off flour."
Well, Iwould he in favour of that also. I am
glad the Government are moving in the direc-
tion Of taking the duties Off seine articles Of
food. We shall see by-and-l-ye what their
proposals -ire. The tax on flour some time ago
amounted to 25 per cent. On its value, which
seems to me a, very heavy duty. When flour

can be delivered en board ship at Port Ade-
laide for £5 15s, or £6 per ton, and we are
piecing a duty of 30s. a ton on it, I think we
are going too far altogether, and, so far as I am
concerned, I should be quite prepared to have
the tax taken off. These are matters that
require our careful consideration, and I myself
think we may safely and reasonably look in the
direction of at any rate low erin g the duties on
manty articles of common consnunption. With
regard to the harbour works at F4remantle,
which we are told are progressing satisfactorily,
it is gratifying to learn that the work is being
carried on in all its branches considerably
below the original estimate. Is is also satis-
factory to learn that the Government intend
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to continue this great work with rigour
and energy, so that it may be com-
pleted as early as possible. Having
expended so much money on these harbour
works, I think it desirable they should
be finished witht as much speed as possible, so
that they mnay become of use to the colony.
Therefore, I believe most members will hail
with satisfaction the announcement that the
Government have seen their way to the intro-
duction of additional mchinery in order to
expedite the workc,-s, work which cannot be
over-estimated in its importance to the colony.
With reference to the proposed construction
of a dock inside the river, near the Eons
Head, I am not prepared, without; further in-
formation, to deal with that proposal. 1 am
not inclined at present to admit that the pro-
posed site is perhaps the best site for this dock.
No doubt, wheni f urther information is afforded
to the House on the subject, we shall be in a
better position to say whether in our judgment
the best site has been decided upon. That it
is a necessary work I think everyone will
agree. It is most desirable that we should
have such a dock at the principal port of the
colony, where vessels of considerable tonnage
can be cleaned or repaired, without the neces-
sity of having to send them to Adelaide, or
Melbourne, or Sydney, for the purpose of
undergoing these repairs. His Excellency, in
another paragraph of his Speeh, says:-The
Estimates of Revenue and 'Expenditure for
the ensuing year are in course of preparation,
and will be laid before you as soon as possible ;
and my Ministers hope to be able to provide
from Current evenue not only forall press ,ng
ordinary requirements, but also for many
other important works usually constructed
from Loan funds." I am very glad to see that
this decision has been arrived at by the Govern-
ment. For somne considerable time past I have
thought that we should undertake soine of
these works out if current revenue, looking
at our overflowing Treasury. With our large
surplus revenue, so much in excess of
the estimated revenue, it seemed to me
it had become necessary for us to do one of two
things-either to reduce taxation orundertake
public works out of revenue, which would under
ordinary circumstances be undertaken out of
loan funds. I ami very glad to find that the
Government propose to do both, which is
better still, and I am heartily in accord with
tbeiui,-that is inundertaking necessary usefutl
works out of surplus revenue, and at the sameI

time looking carefully into the Tariff to sea if
they Cannot reduice sonc of the items that
appear on that Tariff, and which are objection-
able. They are objectionable to many classes
of the commnity. Many of themn are objcc-
tionable to our manufacturers, inasmuch A
many of the raw materials required for things
we could make in the colony are taxed as
heavily as the made-up article itself. Some
of the materialsa used in manufactures of one
kind and another pay f rom li to 2D per cent.,
while the duty on the same articles made up
iuno higher. Ilam informed thatif the duties
on the raw or unnjanufactarad material were
considerably lowered it would materially assist
our manufacturing industries, and afford in-
creased employmnent to the population of the
colony-a. result which we all dcsire to see-
thus contributing to the well-being and pro-
gress of the colony, while at the same time in-
creasing the revenue in other directions. I
think the present duties should be reduced, not
only upon the articles mentioned here,-
articles which are nol capable of being pro-
duced in the colony ; I think there axe many
others that could he mentioned, such as articles
of common consumption. For instance, kero-
sene, which is very l argely uaedt1y all classes
of the community, amd which is now
highly taxed. Sugar also may be un-
tioned, and tea and coffee, and other
articles of daily consumption. I presuite the
Government intend to take off or reduce the
duty on all these items; hut there are others
to which they may direct their attention, sad
which would contribute equally to the
general well-being. I1 do not think we have
a right to collect these high duties when we
have a large surplus revenue and an overflow-
ing Treasury. I do not think it is wise or good
Government at all. If we have a large excess
of revenue over the estimate and over
what is required for general expenditure,
I think it is the duty of the Government to
apply some of this surplus revenue to the con-
struction of some of those works which we are
in the habit of undertaking oat of loan money.
There also should be a remission of taxation.
I think no one will deny that the expense of
living in this colony at the present time is ex-
ceptionally high. I do not mean to say this
is altogether caused by the high duties upon
articles of daily consumption. l'here are other
elements which tend to contribute to the same
cause,-house rent for instance, which is ex-
ceedingly high, and which helps to miake the
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cost of living very expensive. While I admit
that in seine cases the wages here ae equal
to, if not higher, than the wages in the other
colonies, stilt I do not think they beer the
samre proportion to the expense of living as
wages do in those colonies. With reference
to the proposed repeal of the export duties on
pearl shells and sandalwood, I believe it is gener-
ally maintained that duties levied upon exports
are duties that are necessarily paid by our own
pecple; and I look upon 4 Uh repeal of those
duties as a step in the right direction. It will be
an encouragement to those engaged in these pur-
suits, and I think the proposed step is in every
way to be justified, both on the score of politi-
cal economy and on the ground of justice. I
will only just casually allude this evening to
the proposed abolition of the annual grant for
ecclesiastical purposes, as we have not yet bad
unfolded to us the precise intentions of the
Givernment with reference to this grant, be-
yond that it is to be terminated by two instal-
ments. Probably that will be the best way
for the churches, but it has not been men-
tioned how many years' purchase it is pro-
posed to give, in view of the abolition of the
grant. I have an idea myself that about seven
years' purchase would be aL very fair and liberal
thing to do, under the circumstances, especially
in view of the fact that the grant is an annual
grant, which has to be renewed every year
and that it may at any time be reduced or re-
jected by a majority in the Rouse. It would
perhaps not -be desirable to gradually reduce
the grant, as proposed by sonic members, until
it camne to an end altogether. I think it*
ought to be computed, sitherby one payment,
or perhaps two. Probably the latter course
would be more convenient for the Treasury
than to have to pay it in one instalment. I
am anxious to see the grant done away with,
in some form or other, without doing an in-
justice to the churches. I look upon it as an
anomaly which has been tolerated too long-, a
crutch upon which our churches have been
accustomed to lean upon far too long, and which
should be removed as soon as possible. I do not
think I need refer to the proposed removal of
the Railway Workshops. I have already ex-
pressed my opinion upon that question pretty
fully in the report of the Commission which
reported on the subject; and most likely a
further opportunity will be afforded us for
thoroughly discussing this question. It is
said, Sir, that everything comes to the man
who waits. A. good while ago jendeavoured.

as far as I was able to do, to induce the
Government to undertake a survey of the city
of Perth for drainage purposes, sand I am very
much pleased to find that we have now
arrived at that point, and that the Govern-
ment have seen their way to undertake this
very important work. I only hope their
labours Ln this direction will be followed by
some sanitary measures that will give satis-
faction to the citizena generally, as well as to
the residents of our larger tow ns. It is held,
by many people at any rate, that this subject
of sanitation requires very careful and urgent
attention at our hands, and that the existing
s~tate of tbings is calculated to do the country
very considerable injury, unless some steps are
taken in the very near future to improve the
present condition of affairs. At the same time
I am not quite sure that the municipalities of
the colony are doing all they ought to do
under the provisions of the existing Act. I
have expressed miyself to that effect before.
I think, with the powers alrcadj vested in
them, they might-adopt more energetic means
than they do in dealinig with this very ita-
portaut subject. I hope that while they arc
waiting for these surveys to be completed and
reports prepared by skilled persons as to the
best system to be adopted for improving the
sanitary conditionst of the city-I hope while
the maunicipal authorities are waiting for these
things to be done that they will not neglect
the means already at their disposal, under the
Act at present in force, or under the Bill which
it is hoped will be passed this session. it
behoves those who undertake these res ponsible
duties in connection with our municipal institu-
tions to do the best they possibly can, with the
means at their disposal, Zo protect the interests
of the community which they represent. L ain
not prepared to say that they are doing this
at present, in this city of Perth at any rate. In
another paragraph of the Speech we are told
that the " railways are proving of the greatest
importance to the country. and the revenue
for the present financial year will not only ex-
ceed the working expenses, hut will also pay
the interest and sinking fund on the capital
expended in their construction." That is a
very important and a very gratifying state-
ment to make, and I hope and believe it is
justified by the facts of the ease. It is very satis-
factory indeed to learn that onr railways are
not only paying the cost of working them, but
also providing the interest upon the capital
employed in their construction. I suppose
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that cannot be said of any other Australian
railways. Some of the other colonies, I be-
lieve, are losing considerably by their rail-
ways.-from what cause. I am not prepared to
say. There ay be reasons with which per-
Imps I am, not acquainted why their railways
do not pay their working expenses, and the in-
terest upon the capital expended in their con-
struction, as is the ease, I know, in at any rate
one of the colonies.

Tur Pasmmn: The immense cost of con-
struetioli.

MR. RANDEL: No doubt that has some-
thing to do with it. We are very happy in
being able to have our railways constructed at
such a low cost as we have recently had them
undertaken,-sucb a low cost that it suggests
to my mind the expediency of constructing
railways in many places in preference to
roads. The fact that our railways are paying
so well also suggests to my mind that some
little alteration and improvement might be
wade in our present service. I think the
second-class carriages, for instance, are not
very creditable to us, and some improvement
in that respect might be made, and I hope
it will be made at the earliest possible
moment. I also think that the first-class
railway fares, between Perth and Fremantle
may. certainly with advantage to the travel-
ling community, if not to the Government
also, be slightly reduced. I believe there is
room for reducing the difference between the
two classes ;while the accommodation pro-
vided in the second - class carriages is
altogether inferior to what the public
have a right to expect at the hands
of a Government whose railways are being
run at such a profit as is here indicated. There
is another matter which I think might engage
the attention of the Government with reference
to the railways: Some effort might be made
with the Great Southern Company to secure
an accelerated. speed between Albany and
Beverley. Really it is distressing to make
that journey under present circumstances,
starting from Albany at 7' or 8 o'clock in the
morning and not reaching B~everley until after
8 o'clock at night. I think, perhaps. if the
Government were to move in this matter we
might have an accelerated service, without in-
curring any great expense. I believe the
General Maniager of the Company is prepared
to consider the subject if it is brought before
him. The trains at any rate might start ata.
reasonable hour in the morning so as to reach

Bleverley or Albany (as the case may be) be-
fore night. It certainly is no credit to us to
have a railway which has no gradients upon it
of any consequence, and no difficulties in the
way of travelling at a reasonable rate upon it,
with such a slow service, which is very dis-
tressing upon such a long journey. I am fully
persuaded it is only a matter for arrangement
between the Government and the Company.
and possibly the payment of a small sum, to
secure an accelerated service between Albany
and Beverley, which would be a great boon to
everyone travelling on that line. I may also
mention that in my opinion the time bas cone
when we should increase the speed of our
trains between Perth and Frewantle-most of
the trains at any rate. It really is too bad
that the journey between these two places
should occupy 45 minutes, and in some
cases nearly an hour. I see no reason
whatever why this should be so. I believe
that even with our present engines the journey
could, under ordinary circumstances, be ae-
cornplished by every train in 30 minutes,
which I think is quite long enough for the dis-
tance. I hope, however, that theConimissioner
of Railways will soon recommend to the Go-
vernment that engines with a larger driving
wheel should bea placed on this line, and that
the line be duplicated between these two towns,
so that we may have a more satisfactory ser-
vice than we have at present. With regard to
the Midland Railway, I hope the Commissioner
of Railways will endeavour to see thatthe in-
terests of the travelling public on that line
also are attended to, in the best possible way.
s regards the hours, of arrival and departure.
I believe that the gentleman who is the man-
ager of that railway is a liberal-minded man,
and is quite willing to meet the wishes of the
public. I think I need not say anything more
about railways, except this: I was very glad
to hear the Director of Public Works this even-
ing disavowing any responsibility in econnee-
tion. with the erection of that wretched build-
ing which is going up in front of the principal
railway station of the colony. If he has any
power at all in the matter-and I believe he
has as a citizen-I hope he will do what he can
to have that most objectionable structure re-
moved. I think it is a disgracefuld shame to
our City Council to have erected a building
of that character in such a conspicuous place.
I certainly should have thought that the Com-
missioner of Railways would have been con-
sulted in the matter and his permission
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obtained, but I understand from what he
said this evening that this was not done. If he
had been consutlted and his permission aked,
and ho had granted his permission to have
such a structure built where it is, ho would
have deserved a vote of censure at the hands
of Parliament. When I heard himmsy that he

id no objection to the building being placed
w~here it is, I looked upon his statement as a
piece of irony on his part, after the protest
that was raised against the erection of a fence
in the same locality. Sir, I need not trespass
any longer upon the time Of the Route beyond
saityng that I think the debate upon the
Address in-Reply, to my mind, serves a very
useful purpose. I have no doubt that on this
occasion, as in the past, members will avail
themselves very fully of theopportunity which
is afforded them of discussing many matters
touched upon in the Governor's Speech, in-
dicating as it does the general policy of the
Ministry during the session, and dealing as
it does with many matters affecting the wel-
fare and progress of the colony. I think
that, for that reason, if for no other - the
opportunity it affords for a general dis-
cussion upon the programme of the 3'overn-
ment-there should be a certain amount
of latitude allowed in the debate upon the
Address-in-Reply. The Speech given to us on
this occasion is a very long one, but the
Address-in-Reply is an exceedingly short one,
and f do not suppose anyone will find any
fault with the terms employed theme. I feel
sure that every member will reiterate the
desire that our ]abours may result in the pros-
perity of the colony. I only trust that our
deliberations and our votes in this House may
be such as will receive the approval of the
country at large, and will in every eae tend
to the advancement and welfare of the colony.

MR. LEAKE: Sir, when we aked for the
Government policy, on the 4th of this month,
we were told in effect that the Government had
no policy. We were also told by the hon.
gentleman at the head of the Government that
it was a difficult matter to prepare His Excel-
lency's Speech, or at any rate that it was not so
easy a matter as some members of the House
assumed it to be. We were told at the sime
time that the revenue was flourishing, and we
were led to suppose that there would be a
surplus of upwards of £200,000 over the esti-
mated revenue for the year. Well, we now
have the Speech before us, and we can now
understand the difficulties under which the

has. the Premier then lay in providing us with
a programme. We find he hais given us a
Speech of twenty-six paragraphs, but we find
(as he very properly hinted on the 4th of the
month) that the Government are without a
policy. Jtcan scaircely be consideredeven apro.
gramme. Surely we had a right to expect
that there would bo some evidence of states-
mnanship in the Govemros utterance on an
occasion like this. Surely ohe would have
imagined that the best method of expending
so huge a sumn as £200,000. which is approxi-
mately their surplus-though possibly it may
reach £2250,000 or £300,000 over and above
last year's revenue-would req~uire some con-
sideration, and that even if it did not create a
new policy, it would at any rate have involved
some new departuire from the policy of the
past-the policy of the past being one of loans
and public works, flat there is, positively,
hardly a suggestion of a policy placed before
us, and only a very meagre programme (of
which I shall have something to say before I
sit down). '1'ho Speech seems to me to move
after the manner of the old regimie, when we
used to deal in high-flown flourishes, and pat
onemaother on theback. The Administraition
always used to do that. This Speech tells us
nothing now. There are one or two items of
sensation it is true, but that is not what we
want. We really want something that we
can consider, something that we can criticise.

TuE Pnxrai: And squabble about.
Mn. LEAI{E: Yes something we can squab-

ble about, if you like, It seems to me there is
an epidemic of congratulation and of adula-
tion in this House whenever a Governor's
Speech comes down. It is always so,-at any
rate on the benches opposite. It was interest-
ing to notice how the mover and the seconderof
the Address threw themselves into paroxysmus
of congratulation (as it were) over this won-
derful Speech of 26 paragraphs Well, I ami
not myself in that mood tbis evening. I am
not in the mood to congratulate the Govern-
ment ;I really am not. I feel more or less in
a critical mood ;and I think that before I sit
down Ishall be able to show that, although
there may be a few political truisms em-
bodied in the Speech, yet there is really
nothing which is substantial. It is certainly
not worthy of a great occasion like the pre-
sent moment. It is agroat occasion. We have
a rising revenue as well am a risen one. Our
revenue has risen over and above anything
that the members of the Government were
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able to eonteit plate, and surely they ought in
the face of this rising revenue to be able to
sketchi out something or other in the shape
of a comprehensive scheme of expenditure.
As a literary effort, I have really no objection
to the Speech. I noticeethatthie "i's" are all
dotted, and the capitals in their proper places.
I also notice that the Speech is properly
punctuated, and there ii really no faulty
spelling. lBut it is inordinately long. ft is in-
ordinately long considering the small amuount
of matter it contains. In that respect it is
almost on a par with the electioneering ad-
dress of one of the Premuiers's colleaguts,
which was delivered only a short timne age.

A MEMBER : He0 is absent.
Ma. LEA KS: Oh, I am not going to attack

him. I only say the Speech is a piece of
colourless oratory, and in that respect on a
par with the electioneering address of the
Commissioner of Crown Lands. It is merely
an ad tsiscricordiain appeal. to this Hiouso
and the public generally, to keep the pre-
sent Ministry in office, because they have
done something in the past. 'That is allI
it amsount-s to. As my f riend,.the hon. member
for Perth, suggested, the Speech is really no
mere than a progress report, a sort of diary-
for I suppose the Premier keeps a diary of
those magnificent works he has done daring
the recess. We find that at the present junc-
ture, when we have great means at our disposal
and whsen their wonderful policy of loans and
pub-lic works has worked itself out-we find
that the Government is in a difficulty in regard
to enuaciatingor formulating any otherpolicy.
Any Ministry could carry out a policy,
of loans and public works. Practically
anybody, without any political instinct
at all, could do that. They have only
to sit down, spend the money, and wait forthe
result. We have waited for the result, and
no doubt the result of our loan policy has
been as magnifieent as any member of this
House expected. I congratulate the country
upon that result. lint I do not give the Go-
vernment credit for all this. It is not the Go-
vernment who discovered our goldfields. It is
not the Government who have increased our
Customs revenge. It is the circumstances un-
der which we live, and the exigencies of the
situation. But it requires some statesan-
ship-I cannot repeat this too often-it does
require some statesmunship to deal with unex-
pected developments. The unexpected de-
velopment 1 particularly refer to is that ex-

ceptional bound that our revenue has made,
partitularly during the past twelve nonths,
placing £200,000 or £300,000 at the disposal
of the Government, which they never antici-
pated. It is no doubt a difficultl matter, or at
any rate it requires some little statesmanship,
to deal satisfactorily with the judicious expend-
iture end the administration of departments.
I have heard it said, and it is a good axiom
too, that one of the first principles of good
Government is good finance. Financing does
not merely involve the borrowing of money ;
it involves also the spending of money, and it
is the spending of their money that this
Hiouse should particularly guard. If we are
reckless in our expenditure we may land our-
selves in difficulty. I have beard mem.
hers in this House, and I have heard
members of the other House say th.Lt
a surplus revenue is an element of danger.
So it is. It is when we have enormous sums
of money to spend that we want good
men in the Ministry to control that expendi-
tuxe in a proper manner. Not only that, we
want to be conaulted. This Assembly ought
to be consulted. The country should know.
It is not the duty of the Government to keep
everything up their sleeves until the last
moment. They should not pursue that policy
of secrecy which characterised the old order of
things. They should not lay themselves out
to creating a sensation when the House meets,
which is what the hon. gentleman opposite has
done en this occasion. lie should take us iuto
his confidence. Long before Parliament meets
he should let members have an opportunity of
consulting their constituents3 with regard to
the questions that are going to he brought
before us. We want to be able too guard
against any improper expenditure.

Mr. A. FORREST:- Where is the improper
expenditure ?

MR. LE ASE: I say we want to guard against
it. We don't know what they are going to do.
The hon. member for West Kiseberley may,
for he is the "sixth Minister." Of these26
paragraphs in this wonderful Speech, if hon.
members analyse themn, and if we except just
a slight reference to proposed new'lighthouses,
a dock for Fremnantle, and certain proposed
new legislation, the first 18 paragraphs are
really de-voted to recounting the doings of the
Government during the recess, and they refer
really to works which it was incumbent on the
Government to perform-works which they
were cirected by Parliamnent in the last session
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to perform, and the Government were thus
under an obligation to do them. In fact, the
Government could not help themselves. Yet
we are told iD the Speech, with a string of
flourishes, that the Government have done
what this House has told them to do. And
then look at the proposed legislation.
The Government e evidently exhausted
with their efforts in the admiuistration of
their loan and works policy, for they cani pre-
sent only seven-well I suppose they call
them major-points of legislation which are
thus submitted to us; and of these there are
four which were really suggested last session,
so that the only new legislation is that relat-
ing to Justices of the Peace, to a Standard
Time, and to the Law of Copyright. Surely this
indicates a tremendous mental. effort on the
part of the Ministry!I And yet they tell
us they have had to devote all this time
and all this expense-because there is expense
involved in printing-in preparing these para-
graphs, which tell us really nothing at all,
Then with regard to the last eight pan-
graphs, which include passing references to
the improvement of railways and the develop-
ment of the colony-as if we did not know
that !-and also the reference to the prayer in
the last paragraph, we find these paragraphs
really contain the gist of the programme; and
what does that amount to? A proposed come-
mutation of the Ecclesiastical Grant, the
duplication of the telegraph line to Eucla, the
removal of the Railway Workshops, the re-
duction of railway freights to farmers' pro-
duce, deep drainage fot the City of Perth, and
tariff reform. Well, the Ecclesiastical Grant
is not a very important matter; it is not one
giving rise to anything like feeling in this
House; and there is no particular demand for
it; but we cannot object to the suggested de-
sire for terminating the Grant, on terms
equitable to the churches ; although that also
was suggested during the debates of last
Session, so that it is not a new question
of policy. Then, as to the removal of
the Railway Workshops from the present site
at Fremantle, the Government were practi-
cally told, Curing the last session, that
this must be done ; bitt we know that the
Premier, during the rees, told a deputation
that he would not spend any more money on
that project, but would leave the matter to be
decided by Parliament when it met ; although
we know alsothat he told the House, during the
debates last session, that the workshops would

practically have to go, and that the Govern-
ment would decide the matter during the
rees. We now find, however, that although
the boa, the Premier told a deputation from
Fremantle, which spent an afternoon in
interviewing him in Perth, that the matter
would be left to be dealt with by Parliament,
yet the Government have been going on
building a dam and incurring expenditure on
the proposed site for the workshops at the
Midland Junction. Well, as to that expendi-
ture, I am going to leave the hon. member for
Fremantle, and the hon. members for North
and South Fremantle, to deal with it. Then
we awe favoured in the Speech with a suggestion
for certain reductions in the charges for
carrying farmers' produce over the railways.
That looks very likesa sop to Iunbury and
the Avon Valley. I do not know what hon,
members may think of that, but it is perhaps
not fair to be too critical on that subject
until we hear a little more about it. Still, we
know the much boasted agricultural districtA
are Bunbury and the Avon Valley, and there
is no doubt a certain amount of Ministerial
support comes from those districts. Then
we have deep drainage for Perth- an
attempt, no doubt, to placate the Mayor of
Western Australia. Lastly, and perhaps the
most important of all, is the suggested tariff
reform. That too was suggested during the
debates of last session, although at that
moment the Premier did not think it worth
while to consider the question of reforming
the tariff ; but, fortunately for the country,
though perhaps unfortunately for the Premier,
he has got in his Ministry a gentleman who is
imbued with the principles and ideas of free-
trade, and had it not been for my friend, the
Attorney-General, I do not think we would
have heard munch abnutthis tariff reform. (Mr.
FoRREST: ifeo has changed, perhaps.) No; we
know pretty well what the opinions of the
Attorney-General are. We find in the Speech
that it is pr~pcsed to abolish the export duty
on pearl shell. That is a very good suggestion,
and I see no objection to it. I have no doubt
the Attorney-General and the newly elected
Commissioner of Crown Lands, being repre.
sentatives of Northern constituencies which
are interested in the pearling Industry, will not
object to the abolition of the duty. The
Government seem to have aimed at the avoid-
mice of all really debatable matters in His
Excellency-'s Speech; and, no doubt, the Minis-
ters rely, as usual, upon their huge majority to
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carry them through. And therethe majority is :
(pointing to the Ministerial benches). It will be
our effort and hope, before theend of this session
to attract some of the more intelligent miem-
berst to this (the Opposition) side of the House;
but at the present moment we have to admit
that the Government supporters are too many
for us. They should remember, however, that
it is not going to be very long before a general
election must take place; and if there were a
general election now, half of them wouldd not
be returned, (Several hoo. MEzars Where
would you be?) We on this side would come in
with flying colours, and those who sit there (the
Ministerial side) if they got returned, would
sit over hero on the Opposition side, if they
did not -vote with its. However, we won't pre-
diet too much. (An hon. Msarnxn±. YOU got

in by one vote.) Yes, but it was a good one.
It is true I got in by only one vote, 'but it was
so good a one that no man dare stand against
me in the same constituency, when the
time for another election comes. Reerring
further to His Excellency's Speech, what
I submllit to the House is that the Govern-
ment programme does not go far enough.
A glance at the Speech as printed, leads us to
infer that the proposed reform of the tariff is
not of a. very extensive nature, because the
duties proposed to be abolished are those
on "articles of food in general use, and
not capable of being produced in the
coiony." Wall, any honorable friend the
member for Northam (Mr. Throssel]),
yesterday, with a Itouriah, and with the idea,
perhaps, of getting a vote or two, mnade tuse of
that of t-expressed platitude, a "free breakfast
table." But this does not suggest a free
breakfast table, because whilst we hear this
tak of a reduction of taxation on the neces-
saries of life, we are told, at the same time,
that the Prenjier intends not to interfere with
the Stock Tax. We will perhaps get our tea
and sdgar cheaper, but we will be eating taxed
mutton and beef and taxed flour. Do you
suppose the honorable member for Northaum
is going to agree to have the duty taken off
flour? Then what is the use of talking about
a free breakfast table, under such circum-
stances? No; this tariff reform amounts to
nothing. It is a tea and sugar policy, or aL
milk and water policy. That is what it
amounts to. I should have expected, if the.
Government wvere sincere in their proposed
reductions in the tariff, that some reference
would be mode, in the Speech, to the reduc-

tion of the ad ratordm duties, and to an
extension of the free list; and, ill ad-
dition to food, I should have expected
to hear something about the abolition
of the duty on clothing, and even on spirits
and liquors. Oh, you may all laugh ; but it is
better to get drunk on good liquor than to he
poisoned by bad, and so long as you encourage
these almost prohibitive import duties on
liquor, you are doing an injury to the country
and encouraging frauds on the revenue. It is
a pretty well known local secret that frauds
on the revenue are practiced, or at least
attempted, because theP risks of detection are
so small, and the profits are so great when the
smuggler mnakes a coup. Now is the time to
reduce taxation, and I appeal to every member
of this House to use his utmost endeavour to
secure a reduction of taxation. I say, let
this colony be made more attractiv e than it is,
for those who are here or desire to coe here;
let it be made a place where we can live at
reasonable rates of expenditure-a. place where
every member of the community, the working
class and every other class, can live in coml-
fort, and let us remove from it the reproach
that Western Australia is the most expensive
of all the Australian colonies to live in, not-
withstanding its magnificent goldfields and it%
exceptional advantages. One could speak on
this subject for hears, but on this occasion I
need only refer to the principle, and in doing
so I do ask hon. members to insist, not
only on a redaction in the Customs taxa-
tion, but on a substantial reduction. Wipe
out the 20 par cent. and the 15 per cent.
duties; and above all, the 1.241 per cent. cd
vatorent duty1 ; for it is not your tea and sugar
duties particularly that affect the working men
end the poor class of the community-these
duties hardly affect thema at all-but they
suffer most from the duties on those neces-
saries of life which are included in the ad
vatorem class of imported articles, and it is
these which makfe the cost of living in this
colony so terribly expensive. It is only a sop,
when Ministers talk of taking the duties off the
necessaries of life. Let us, by all means, reduce
theta, and no time can be more advantageous
than the present for such a reduction, when the
revenue of the colony is increasing by leaps
and bounds ; for so surely as our revenue is
exceeding the most sanguine expectations of
the most sanguinte Minister, I say as surely
will the day of depression come, and in the
history of a goldield you never know when it
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will cme. When it does come how can you
increae your revenue P-how can you increase
your ad vatorem tariff from 124 per cent. ?-
how can you increase the 20 per cent, dutiesP
-how can you increase the specific list
with any chance of increasing your revenue
to an appreciable extentP Now is the time to
act; and I commend seriously to the notice
of the Premier, the leading article in this
morning's issue of the West Australian news-
paper, showing that with reduced taxation
the consumer has more money to spend. and
that the decrease of the revenue resulting from
such reduction is not so real as some people
may think. With an overflowing chest and an
increasing revenue, now is the time to make
reductions. Do not-and I shall repeat this
at every chance I get-do not lose the oppor-
tunity of reducing the Cuatoms taxation
under which we labour. I shall examine, and
nin doubt every hon. member will examine,
with the greatest possible care, this Tariff
Bill when it comnes before us. We on this aide
of the Rouse are sometimes twitted with hav-
in g no policy. Well, I do not suppose it is
our duty to have a policy till we see we have
got a chance of giving effect to it ; but I can
tell you that, if ever I have anything
to do with a Government, and if it should
happen to come at short notice, the one plank
in my platform would be to reduce the duties
on imports, and make the tariff as, near
-1 won't say an absolutely free trade
tariff for we must in this country get
our revenue to a large extent through
the Customs-but I would cut the tariff
down to the lowest possible point. If we
have got an exceptionally large revenue, and
if the Premier wonttake us into hisconfidene
and tell us how he is going to spend it, we will
find that, towards the end of the session, down
will come the Commissioner of Railways, and
he will sop it all up. His department,
we know, is the most grasping in the
whok. country; that nothing satisfies it,
and that what it cannot spend it loses, as wais
done the last time that department got a
trifle of .260,000l, and could not account for it.
Down the Government had to come with Sup.
plenientary Estimates, at the last moment.
T1hat is one reason why we want to have more
particulars. That all-absorbing Minister for
Works and Railwayswill havethe wholelot-he
and theEngineer-in-Chief. My friend, themera-
ber for West Kimberley knows that, full well.
So for, I have referred only to matters in the

Speech which are not exactly matters of can-
gratulation. I have referred to as many plea.
sant matters as! can think of; whereanow
I won't say I will go exactly on the other tack,
but I will now direct my criticism to the acts
of omission of the present Government, and it
is the acts of omission in which the Speech is
really so faulty. There is not much debatable
matter in the Speech; there is almost nothing
that is new; there is certainly nothing to
cover the expenditure of our possible surplus
revenue-without mentioning the possible
surplus from our Coolgardie railway ; so that
we must look to this Speech, and see whether
the Government are guilty of nots of omission.
They have had so much regard for what was
suggested during the lat Parliament, that
we might have expected something more than
a passing reference to the education question.
The Government lost a division, last session,
on the education question ; therefore I should
have thought they would have regarded that
as an important matter for consideration.
Then there was the Defence Vote, which was
thrown out last session and had to be recast.
There has also been a new Commandant ap
pointed in place of the one resigned ; and we
might have expected some reference to that
matter. Instead of this feeble reference to
new legislation, I think wemnight have expected
something about the consolidation of our
statutes. Every Justice of the Peace knows
how difficult it is to put his finger on the law
in our present Statute book; for constantly
repealed, constantly amended, the principal
Act becomes a hideous thing altogether, and
not every lawyer can trace out any particular
principle in these Statutes. This matter of
consolidating the Statutes is one of the most
important we have to consider. 'Again, I
should have thoughit-because it has been dis-
cussed during the reces-that the separation
of the Works and Railways into two depart-
ments would have been referred to. Still,
there arc one or two other matters which have
not been referred to, and which did occur
during the reess. I know that some bon.
it sbers did express surprise at the an-
ner in which the delegates to the Federal
Council were appointed. This Rouse was then
in session, and it was, known perfectly well
that certain bon, members would be required
to attend the meeting of the Federal Council
at Hobart. The Premir had every opportun-
ity of consulting the wishes% of members of this
House as to who should be appointed; be
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might also bare consulted the Legislative
Council; but hie did nothing of the kind. He
took it upon himself to appoint certain gentle-
men, and I need hardly remind lion. members
that those appointments led to Unpleasantness.
The hion. gentleman did something else during
the recess which seemed to trample on the con-
stitutional privieges of this House, and that
wan to take upon himself to alter the titles of
IIIijisterial offices. We lcnaw that uder the
Constitution Act, five Ministerial officers are
appointed; and this House having only a few
days before passed the annual Estimates in a
particular form, and passed them on the
understanding, or at any rate on the assump-
tion, that those votes would be ai ministered
by certain particular Ministers, we find that,
without consulting this House-and here
again the hon. gentleman is wrong,
because he must have had this in con-
temnplation, at the moment he took upon
himself to alter the whole administration
of the departments-coolly told the then Colo-
Dna Secretary (Ron. S. H. Parker) that he
(the Premier) was going to pop him into the
position of Commissioner of Railways and
Director of Public Works, and at the sme
time, as good as told the Commissioner of
Rail ways that he had got to clear out. Strange
to say, the Commissioner of Railways did not
olbject. Very well. 'Ihe then Colonial Sece-
tary was told, in effect "You awe no good as
Colonial Secretary; you have got to make way
for ate; and I will put you into another bil-
let." Buot what did the Colonial Secretary do?
Hoe promptly resigned. Hie was not going to
submnit to anl indignity of that kind,
and I think he was perfectly right.
I am astonished, and I think nearly
everyimember 0f this Hfouse is atonishied, that
the Commissioner of Railways did not resign
too. Ho ought to have resigned, and ought
not to have allowed himself to be sat upon by
the Premier. The Commuissioner of Railways
ought not to encourage this autocratic form
of Government, and which hall been growing
up. lHe should have asserted himself and taken
a proper stand. He should have said, " These
existing arrangements bare met with the ap-
proval of the House hitherto, and you have no
right to make fresh arrnangements without cen-
sulling the Legislature." But, the Conimis-
sioner of -Railways did not think fit to uphold
his dignity and to take a&firm stand. Wecan-
not shut our eyes to this fact-and
when we are engaged in politics we

must indulge sometimes in a little plain
speaking-that the country is not, nor is
this House, satisfied with the adminis-
tration of the Works and Railways lDepart-
went ; and that is evidenced by the fact that
the Premier wante to get rid of the Coin.
missioner of Railways. There is no doubt
about it, Parliament must help the hall. the
Premier to get rid of the Commissioner of
Railways. I will do so, because I do not believe

*in this kind of thing. If we are going in for
*politics, letns ploy the game properly. Let us
speak freely. I object to see any person in
power imposed upon, or to see any mean
advantage taken of him. Time is not

at my disposal to criticise the many
failings of the Railways Department, but!r give
the beln. the Commissioner fair warning that,
before this Session. closes-and if T do not do
it myself, I amn satisfied some other member
will-there will be a direct adverse motion
against the administration of that Depart-
ment, and I do not know how the heon, the Coin-
missioner of Railways will get out of the cor-
tier he will bie placed in. Very likely some of
the hion. meumbers on the other side, who are so
loud in barking at him from their seats, won't
bite when the time comes; but we on this
side nmust do our duty, and it is only fair to
give the hion. gentleman fair warning. We
have got to put a stop to all these internal
dissensions in the Ministry. How many
changes have there been in this Ministry
since they came into power? Enough to drive
forty Ministries out. But no: there they
stick. It would perhaps be thought I am
carping when I refer to small matters, but
really it shows a lack of intelligence on the
part of somebody in the Public Works De-
partment, when we find that for the new post
office at Albany, for instance, the stone re-
quired for the corners-the quoins, I think
they are called-have to be imported from
Sydney or Melbourne-at any rate, finain
beyond Albnny. Surely we have got stone
enough in this colony to put in a
building like the Albany Post Office. Honl.
members will be astonished. and may well say
that stucco might do for such a purpose, with-
out the necessity for importing stone. My
hion. friend, the member for Perth (Mr. Ran-
deli) referred to that unsightly building now
being erected in front of the Perth Railway
Station. I snglad to hear the Conimissioner of
Railways did not give his consent, but [should
have expected hima to hAve protested against
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that offensive bui!ding being put there, right
up against what is practically his own front
door. I say it is the duty of the hon. the
Commissioner to have protes~ed, particu-
larly when he knew the matter was
being referred to, with a considerable
amount of feeling, by the people of Perth. So
far as I am concerned, and speaking from the
Opposition benches, I do not hesitate to say
that I will do my best to terminate the reign
of the present Government, If I can do it, I
will; and I only hope I can imbuem other mein-
hers of this honorable House with the same
desire. Ministers have had ample time to
show whether they are possessed of any states-
manlike ability. We on this side say there is
a feeling that the present Government have
not really the confidence of the country.
We know. that they have not the confidence
of the country. (Mr. FORREST: Where do
the contry members sit F) Aye; but let
those country members dare to go back to
their constituents-you would soon see what
the feeltng of the country is. If the hon.
member for West Kimberley mid others travel
about the country As much as r have done,

.ou will see-unless you go about feasting and
broning-that the feeling of the country
against the present Government is as strong
As it can be. (MR. FORREST, In what part?)
Everywhere. So far AS this Opposition and
the Government are concerned, I do hope that
hon. members, if they have convictions, will
act upon them, and that bon. members will
not sit on the Opposition side and
vote with the Government, or vice versa.
There are Some members, who, I am afraid,
when it comes to the pinch, will not go so far
as they ought to go, or so far as their con-
victions should lead them. I do not suppose
we shall be successful, any of us, in opposing
the Collie coalfield railway. I will only say
now that I hope the Government will have got
together abundance of information to convince
us, became that little jaunt we took the other
day had no more effect on me than to shake
up my liver, and I can Assure honorable
gentlemen on the other side that the
Collie railway has not got my vote, nor has
liy opinion changed since last year. I am
pleased to see that, although the Government
Propose to reduce the railway freight rates in
certain lines, there Ame no suggestions in the
Speech that the Crovervn'ent are going to re-
duce the rates on the goldields railways. We
have been spending enough snozey on those

railways, and the higher freights will help to
pay the cost of working And the interest on
capitol. Well, Sir, I make an apology
to the House for having spoken at
such great length. if I have been
tedious, hon. members an always go out, if
they don't like it. (Mr. FORREST: A Very in-
teresting speech.) It is not always you pay
we that compliment. Bunt there were cer-
tain things I desired to refer to, and I
wont to emphasise AN often as possible my
intention to oppose what appears to me
to be the effect of the policy of the Govern-
inenk-what their policy of loans and pub-
lie works is running *us into. When we
find them face to face with practical legislation,
with practical administration, with practical
statesmanship, they are unable to grasp the
occasion. They are not able to tell us, as they
ought to do, how they propose to expend the
mnoney. Their principles have become worn
out by this system of public works and loans,
and they can think of nothing else. 'They
have fulfilled their mission, and if they
cannot grasp the present situation, it is time
for others to Step in and take their places.
That concludes my observations on the Speech
of 20 paragraphs, with which His Excellency
the Administrator has been pleased to open
this session of Parliament.

Ms. GEORGE moved that the debate be
Adjourned until the next sitting of the HOUSE.

MR. ILLINGWOILTR seconded the motion.
Question put and negatived.
MR. FORREST: It appears that hon.

members who have been criticising the Speech
of His Excellency the Administrator are
afraid to get up in their places and
deal with the important business that hase been
placed before Parliament. We find that soein
members wrish to adjourn the debate. I can
hardly recognise that members should wish
the debate to be adjourned, when we have
only just commenced business, because the
sooner we dispose of the Address-in-Reply
the sooner we an get on with the business of
the country. To prolong the debate on that
Address cannot mean Anything, unless mem-
bers on the Opposition side think they will
be Able to turn out the Government. I hope
that day will be a long way off. It will be a
Source of Satisfaction to every member of the
House, and to the country generally, that the
financial position is such that the Government
Are enabled to propose the remission of duties
on the necessaries of life. I ama sure that the
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Government will particularly take into con-
sideration the duties on -those articles that
cannot be produced in the colony, or which it
would be almost impossible for us to produce,
and which therefore we must import; and
I hops the Government, in their tariff pro-
posals, will take good care not to interfere
with any of the industries that arc kept
together by protection. I hope we shall be
very careful, in reducing the present tariff, to
reduce only the duties on those articles
which are necessaries of life, and which we
cannot produce here; because we have
been suffering during the last two years
from drought, and have thus been compelled to
import a great deal which could otherwisehave
been produced here; and which I hope will be
produced in anothermere favourableycar. The
public works constructed during the year have
been of immense benefit to the country, more
particularly the opening of the railway between
Gcraldton and Mullewa; and we hope that in
a very short time that railway will be pushed
forward into theinterior in the direction of Cue.
'the railway to Coolgardie also will be the most
important work that has ever been undertaken
in the colony, and I think we may all congratu-
lateourselves on theeontractforitsi construction
being takren at a price so low that it seems
almost impossible for the contractors to carry
it out withont loss. However, those who have
got the contract are well-known lbusiness men,
and doubtless they intend to make their profit
out of the traffic during the short term they
have for completing the work. If such be the
case, what benefit from the future traffic may
we not expect when the railway to Coolgardie
is completed and handed over to the Govern.
ment P The revenue from our railways in the
near future will, I hope, be sufficient to pay
nearly the whole expenses of the Government
of the colony, because if a contract for :113
miles of railway an now be taken for about
£260,000, we know that only a few years ago
it would have cost half a million of money to
build a railway of that length, in a situation
not so accessible. These railways are now, in
fact, being built at a cheaper rate than a road
of the same length would cost; therefore I
hope the Government will, in their wisdom,
with the surplus revenues they will receive
from the line to Coolgardie, continue that rail-
way to Hannan's and to other important
centres of our goldfields. The next important
paragraph in the Speech is that referring to
the progress of our goldfields. I think that

hardly any member who .has travelled over
the whole of our goldfields, as I have had to
do during the last twelve months, can have
failed to be impressed with the importance of'
the growvth of those goldfields. No one an
really understand how a town of not two years'
standing, as the town of Coolgardie is, has
grown up so quickly; and people may say
what they like, but building sections in a new
goldfields town at £230 to £40 a foot, are not
bought by persons who think these goldfields
are not of a perm~aneint nature. I believe this
will, in the near future, be the greatest gold-
producing country in the world. We have in
the inner parts of our colony, down to the
moat southern portions, a line of gold-
reefing country which is only scratched at
the present time, and whereas we are
mow exporting gold to the value of about a
million pounds per annum, we will, I hope,
soon far exceed the total export of the South
African goldfelds, of which so much is made,
and then the time will arrive when British
capital will come here in quantity, the same as
it has done in South Africa. In paragraph 0
the Government state they have had an offer
from the West Australian Timber Company.
and have agreed to purchase that company's
rights existing under the laud concession
which was granted in 1871. 1 was nder the
impression that the company had no rights.
but I suppose they must have had some, or the
Government would not have felt compelled to
purchase them. I would suggest to the
Government that they should invite tenders
and should offer the plant and the
area of the timber concession, in order to re-
coup the money expended in purchasing the
company's rights, and that the freehold land
should not be included in the timber area to be
offered. There is a railway of about 22 miles
in existence, there are Mills erected, and there
is the area of timber land, included in the pur-
chase made by the Government. That pro-
perty should not bo left in its present usieless,
state, and I suggest that tenders be called for
purchasing the land concession, without the
freehold land. The Agricultural Bank, alluded
to itn the Speech, is moving in the right
direction, and I am aire that, with time
and the careful managemnent of Mr.
Paterson, that new institution will be a
financial success, if it in any way realises the
wishes of those who brought the scheme for-
ward and those who supported it. The open-
ing up of stock routes to our Northern and
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Eastern Diqtricts is of great importance. The
only way to bring stock to market in a colony
like this is to open the country with railways;
otherwise, in a season like the present, it is
impossible to bring stock aver long distances
to market, except by coasting steamers, and
the cost of scb transit fromn the North is
prohibitive. Tlhe completion of the Midland
railway is another imIportant III-at tar, adte
hove vthe Government intend to insist en the
running of trains sir days a week, instead of
four days as at present. I hope the Government
'will not insist on that condition atL present,
betcause the Midland Company can carry nll
the present traffic of thatidistrict by running
four days a week, and we ought not to insist
on the running of mere trains than the traffic
really requires. The most important question
dealt with in the Speech is the proposal to
establish a Mint in the Colony, and, to make
my remarks practicald, I wrill give you an
instance of the cost and the charges for bring-
ing gold from Mount Magnet, which is situ.
ate between Geraldton and Cue. Twelve
hundred ounces were brought to rerth,
and sent thence to Melbourne, and the
banking charge amounted to 2s. 63d. an ounce,
including the Mint charge and e~verything. I
was myself fortunate enough to be at Mount
Magnet at the time, and with a leaded revolver
I brought the gold down myself. I paid the
insurance against all risks. I paid the railway
freight.. At the coast I paid the insurance to
Melbourne, and every charge. What do you
think all these charges amounted to ? The
average total was about nineipence an ounce,
and yet the Bank charged 2s. 6d. an ounce, and
pocketed the difference. So I think we
will be able, with a Mint in Perth, to bring
our gold to it at a total cost of about nine-
pence an ounce, instead of hav'ing to pay 2s.
6d. an ounce for sending our gold to the Mint
at Melbourne, beside the prestige that will be
given to this colony as an exporter of
sovereigns, as we can then export our gold
through the Mint in the form of sovereigns.
A number of Bills are promised in paragraph
17, and particularly the Municipal Govern-
ment Bill, which I hope will, with some amend-
ments suggested by those engaged in muni-
cipal work, and certain amendments desired by
thu Government, be passed, so that this neces-
sary measure may become law this year.
I regret the Government have not, in
their list of measures, included a Bill for
dealing with the timber lands of the col-

ony. At present there are omipanies holding
large timber areas on the sea board, most of
them 100,000 acres. ina extent, and it is impos-
sible for the persons engaged iu working

smaller areas to pay a larger rental for their
Ismall areas than is paid by the large compan-

leo. .1I hope a Bill will be brought in for
enabling those working the smaller areas to
compete with the larger mills. If the Collie
railway and the Black wood railway be con-
structed, the timbe- mills along these
lines wilt become a. very imiportaunt indusi-
try, and the new incn should bie
charged such a rental as will enable
them to compete with the larger mills.
I am sure the memiber for East Perth (M1r.
James) will agree that those industries which
are carried on with small means should be
enabled to compete with those of larger means,
in the matter of rental. I am glad to see the
Government have given way on the question
of a duty on pearl shells, and I am pleased
indeed to find that the export duty on pearl
shell aned on sandalwood is to be abolished.
The proposed discontinuance of Ecclesiastical
Grant has mny entire sympathy. Ever since I
have been a member of this House I have
opposed the Gra~t, and I am sure
any equitable terms will receivo the
favorable consideration ef members, and
that this House will deal liberally with
the Chburches. Paragr-aph 22 deals with a
matter of great importance to the whole colony,
and those who are interested in the staple pro-
ducts, especially wool and cerea's, wiUl symt-
pathise with those engaged in themn under pre-
sent conditions. I can assure hon. members
that the low price of wool has now made it a
question whether it is worth while to evea
shear the sheep on stations at a distance from
the coast. Wool has been sent from Northern
stations to London, and realised only 2.21d. a
pound; the freight has been three farthings
and there is the 5 per cent. Even the
washed wool, which used to bring 2s. and2s. (3d.
a pound, is sold now at 8d. Under these circum-
stances it becomesa grave matter fur considera-
tion as to how the pastoral industry of the
colony is to be carr ied en. I did hope that
Ministers would have brought down something
in the shape of remitting the rents on the
pastoral lands, or have wade sosome attempt
to cope with the anxiety and trouble, and the
fear of financial institutions end banks and

Iprivate persons, as to what is to be-
1come of those engaged in our pastoral
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industry. It is no use for hon. moem-
hers to look at this question other than as Oo
of real distress, I speak feelingly on this point-,
for it isa niatterof urgent necessity that some
thing should be done to relieve the pnstoralists
in Western Atustralia. Isany, there is not one
station in the colony that is paying its way at
present. It cannot possibly pay its w ay. The
rents have not been reduced. The price of
the staple product has fallen almiost to nothing.
The price obtained for the careaso has not
fallen, andl that is the only saving which helps
the pastoral industry at present. Yet at the
same time uc find an agitation by the poputla-
tion of Perth and Fremnantle for doing away
with the only relict that is possible to our
Northern settlers. I hare thought this ques-
tion out, and have gone so far as to say, and I
am prepared to advocate in this House, that
the Stock Tax should be repealed-that is
with the condition that the Northern settlers
should have their flour, hoots, and other neces-
saries, and their wnchinery for mines, free of
duty These things cannot be grown or miade
in the North, and have to be obtained else-
where. All that the Perth and Frema~ntle
people can say is that there must be a repeal
of the Stock Tax-but, do the persons who
advocate that cause really understand the
question ? If hion. members would like to go
into the interesting question of the cost of
mnet, and tl'e price at which it can he sold to
butchers and to consumers, I shall be glad
to give all the information in my power.
It means only, at the most, three-eighths of a
penny in the pound. Firstly, the animal has
to come from the growers -, then the shipping
companies take a. piece; next it is landed to
agents in Perth or Fremuantle, and they take a
piece ; then the butcher must have something ;
and I say that, considering the low price of
wool, it is imapossihle for a man to carry on a
station and pay the present rent, especially if
he has also to pay interest to his banker. I
hope that, if this question comes before the
House, hon. members will boar in mind that
the feeding of stock for market is the only
industry which pastoralists in the North
cam carry on at present, and if you take
from them the protection of the Stock Tax,
you, should give them something in return.
The only portion of the Speech I intend to
object to is the removal of the railway work-
shops from Fremantle. I am sorry to find my
triends the members for Fremnantle have
thought of flitting over to the other side of

the House, because the Governmniut had in-
tended to remove the workshops from Fre-
man tle. I sbould have thought those mem-
bers would have preferred to sit on the
Ministerial side of the Rouse, l.ecaase it has
not been the wish of the Government to re-
move the workshops. but it has been the wish
and actiqu of molmbers oin tl e Opposition side,
for a bog time, to have the workshops re-
mnoved-especially u'y friend, the member for
Albany. t ray this question of the workshops
has not been dealt with in a spirit I should
like to see prevailing. There ims been no
evidence taken, beyond that which was given
lleforeC a Comison some years ago, when
that Commission recommended that the work-
shops be removed. If they are removed to
the Itidland Junction, all the material will
have to becarried 25 il ais. That removal was
first suggested, [ bel ieve-, by Mr. All Iison Siith,
when brought heo from Victoria to advise
as an expert. When he first told ins he was
going to reommend their removal to the Mid-
Ilnd junction, .I said," If you do, you had
better leave this colony, because you will have
noshow of remining in it." Butthatdid not
frighten him. He got 50guineas for ten dtys'
work. I do not think the time has arrived
when these workshops should be removed.
The re is plenty Of laUnd to be had in lireman tleP
and as we are informed in the Speech that the
railways are paying working expenses and in-
terest on cwpital, why should we require
a change in the workshops ? The same thing
occurs in connection with the l*kstern Railxvty
up the ranges, for we were told the steep
gradients prevented the railway from paying,
bit we now find that the line is paying, notwvith-
standing the gradients. When you see. a return
showing the cost of the deviations, the extras
will be found toanIunt to 30 per cent. Infact,
the extras will be enormous. '[here are many
places between Perth and Fremamntle to which
the workshops could be removed; but no-the
Government are not content-they want to

remove them toI a place where I have seen
water covering the land. As to the artesian sup-
ply of water Obtained there, I believe thereis

anartesian supply nearer the roast. I hope
Ithat when a division is taken on this question,
it will not be a party division, hut that some
members of the Government will vote against
the removal, and show they are not in aiccord
with this portion of the Speech, because I pre-

Isume that when the 'Ministerse made ap this
Speech, they wereuot necessarily in accord with
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every paragraph proposed by each Minister, so I
presume there must be some differenace of
opinion amiongst the fivet Ministers. A board
of directors do not always agree upon detailIs,
hut they aresupposed to agregenerally, and a
majority onrmny point of differene caries the
day. I presume that, in framuing the Minis-
terial policy, the majority carry the point.

MRt. RANO)ELL : Those who do not agree
should resign. I think.

MR. FORREST: No; they agree by majority.
As to paragraph 24, 1 hope the Government
will use their best endeavours to provide a
water supply and sanitary arrangements for
the larger towns. This is most necessary in
the City of Perth, for it is impossible that the
.Municipal Council, with its present mueans,
can do all that is necessary in providing these
large works, without the aid of the Govern-
wient. I hope we shall try to make the
metropolis of the colony as attractive as we
can. In conclusion, I congratulate the Govern-
mnent on the position they occupy at present,
more especially the financial position; and
although my friend, the member for A lbany,
says they will be turned out shortly, I hope
they will have a long reign, and that,, having
the confidence of the country patty, on this
side of the House. at any rate, they will stop
there till the next electiona

Mut. GEORGE:i It wa not my intention to
have made any remarks this evening, but 'as
the member for West Kimberley, who also
occupies the honorable position of Mayor of
Perth, bsas resumed his seat without answering
any of the aspersions that have been cast on
the City Council, I have thought it would not
be fitting if some member of that Council did
not take this opportunity of defending that
body for any action it may have taken. Deal-
ing first with the Speech of the Adnministrator,
it would 1)0 impolitic for so young a member as
myself to attempt to lead this Assembly
through the mazes of these 26 paragraphs, and
therefore I will try to touch briefly en a few
points that occur to me. One hon. member
has described the Speech, in business parlance,
us a progress report. I am not willing to
brand it with that namne, because I consider it
lacks what business men would require from
the heads of their official Departments-a
balance-sheet and figures, by which we mnay
be enabled to judge of the work of thefDepart-
mieats. of the Government.. We have no such
figures before us, to judge of what they
have done even during the recess, We are

to he asked to consent to a Bill for eon
firming eertain expenditure which belongs to
1894. I do n6t know what are heusagesof an
Assembly on matters of that hind, but I do
know, that in the case of a business firm, such
a lack of knowledge in regard to excess
expenditure, and such a keeping back of neces-
sary information, would have led to the sever-
est censure. Reference has been made to the
AgriculturalIBank. I represent a constituency
which formerly returned Mr. Paterson to this
House, and although at one election
I fought him and ie fought me,
and we fought pretty hard, yet I
have the greatest respect for Mr. Paterson,
and, so f ar as, honesty and abil ity are crcncern-
ed, I believe he wilt, as manager of the
Agricultural Bank, use his best endeavours to
inn-e it asuccess. I hope ho will be successful
in that important work. One hon. member
has said that fortune ravours the brave. Well,
if the good fortune which has befallen th?
Government implies that they possess courage,
then certainly they ought to he the inept
courageous men these Colonies have preduced,
for they certainly have had during the last
few years, the best fortune that ever a Ministry
could expect. It has been said the revenue
has exceeded anything the Government ever
contemplated. I am pleased to find that is so,
but the thing that. causes me the greatest
anxiety is that I find the expenditure is also
going up by what are termed leaps and bounds
and if any reverse overtakes our present
prosperity, we shall find ourselves committed
to an expenditure which may be a vory
incubus on the colony. Those whr. control
the great spending departments require to
exercise the 'utmost care before they allow
expenditure to go on in A, way I shall uresently
refer to. We know that our railways are paying.
now, and nothing shall fall from me to show
that I should be sorry if the railways did pay.
I am, pleased to see coming into Perth and F3re.
mantle large trains of produce from the
country districts, and I hope they will increase;
and if the Government can see their way to
give railway facilities in the struggling agri-
cultural parts, where I know that men are
carting produce 100 miles, the Government
will receive the greatest support I can give
them in providing railway factilities. But we
have had no returns to show what the
railway traffic had been, and the amrount
of expenditure; and I venture to say the head
of any business firm who framed estimates,
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and fell into such errors as have been is-
closed in connection with a Government D~e-
piartinent would soon be required to transfer
himself to a place, where his abilities would
be better appreciated. As to the proposed
removal of the Fremiantle workshops, I quite
agree with it. Theji present site isusaitile;
it is too ini!; it is not a place where vain-
able machinery should he placed; and, with
regard to its want of space, probal ily a great
amiount of the excessive expendituriv, and thle
terrible state in which we find the rolling
stock of our railways, may be accounted for
in that way, although I have no re.nrns at
presentito show it. I have no doubt it will be
possible for the Government to combat my
statement that the rolling-stock is in had
order, but I shall be prepared, if necessary,
to prove the truth of the statement I make.
.1 see refcrence has been made to Mr. Allison
Smith, as an authority in regard to these
workshops. I do not know-perhaps the
Government will never ay-from whom they
received information to make out that Mr.
Allison Smith is an authority on railway
workshops. I rememuber very well when the
railway workshops at Newport. in Victoria,
were built, and Mr. Allison Smith laid himself
open to the criticism of all working engineers,
in consequence of the absolutely foolish
Manner in which those workshops had been
haid out. It will be perhaps new to learn that
in building those workshops at Newport, the
roof wall so low that there wife not rom for
the travelling cranes to pass with anything
like ease over the locomotives and other roll-
ing stock in the place. In fact, a considerable
amount of ill health was caused amtong the
workmen in these shops. It wast absurd for
the Government of this colony to give fifty
guineas to Mr Allison Smith for an opinion
which is not worth the paper it was written
on-a gentleman who is discredited and
disgraced in the countries where he hats been.
He has been discredited in New Zealand, and
is almost discredited in Victoria. Bat some
one here has had the foolishness to bring this
properly discredited man into this colony and
try to ram his report on the people here, in
regard to workshops. It is quite right that
the workshops should be removed from where
they are, but it is quite wrong that the re-
commendation of Mr Allison Smith should be
received with any favour by the Government
here, orby this House. Astohis-eeomnmending
the removal to the Midland Junction, I should

like to know wrhat were the instructions givena
to him by the Goverament on that subject. I
do hope that the workshops can be removed
to some suitable site nearer to Fremnantle. I
do not think, I do not believe, that it can be
shown, with any amount of fair reason, that
it is necessary to remove the workshops to the
Midland JTunction. If the Government have
boughit 260 acres of land at tile Junction,
let th Govoernment keep the land, ad not
perpe-trate a greater miistaike by putting per-
liaps X50,000 on a spot which may not be
suitable. The raw material landed at the
port wifl have to be conveyed a greater dis
tanee, in that case, and if we are to develop
theoColliecoalfield, as [ hope we sallI,cannot we
carry that coal just as well to Fremantle as to
Guildford. I think this matter will require
reconsideration Onl tile part of the Government
-that is to say if their action will be endorsed
by this House. I am dissappointedl with the
Government policy, so far as disclosed in the
Speech, and I regret that no refereoce what-
ever hasibeen naveto what, not only in mypoor
opinion, but in the opinion of a. great num-
her of persons in this colony, is -a burning
question-that is the Education Question.
I think the Government must see that, from
the way in which public opinion is turning
round. From the manner this question has
been fought in the reent elections, it is manli-
fest that the Education Question is one of the
burning questions of the day; and I do hope
that, before this session closes, those who
think as I do, willaethis question settled once
for all. I had intended to refer more particu-
larly to the public works and railways of this
colony; but, as I have the honor to occupy a
seat on the Civil Service Commission, I feel
that in some degree my lips are closed. We
are now enquiring into the railways. After
that, if we are permitted to live-if
the hon. member for the Gascoyne (Mr.
R. F. Shell) allows us to do so-
we shall enquire into, public works;i and I do
not despair that we shall be able to present a
report to this House which will certainly be
acceptable, and will require no apology from
axe or any other member of the Commission
for our continued sitting. Au incident in the
enquiry has occurred within the last few days,
and it has been a rather unpleasant one. I do
not know what has, been the reply senthy His
Excellency the Administrator, but I can say
this much at present, that, owing to the cir-
cunmstances which took place, it was necessary
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for its to abruptly close the examination, and
to comnmunieate with His Excellency in order
to find out what powers were conferred upon
us. I believe that, whoever was the cause
of the inistako,ho regrets it very iouch, and I
wish it were possible for mec to refer toit more
fully at this time. With regard to certain re-
marks made about the City Council, in this
debate, I regret that the Mayor of Perth (Mr.
A. Forrest) is not on this occasion sitting on
the same side of the House as myself. We
agree very much on in oatmatters, when sitting
as members of the City Council, and I am
surprised that a gentleman of his intellect and
business powers has not seen fit to join me in
sitting on this side of the Rouse. Much has
been wade, in this debate, of what is called
"fan objectionable convenience" which is be-
ing ericted iii Wellingtoni-street. Perth. The
City Council needs very little defence from me.
They are a body of men to whom I am proud
to belong. I think their intelligence is
equal to almost any task that may be
placed upon them, and I amertain they are
quite able to deal with this "convenience."
It ay surprise lion. inemubers of this House,
and also the public of Western Australia, to
know that this objectionable, but very useful
structure, hasbe put in the place in -which
it now is, because, in the judgment of the City
Council, that is thler Only s uitable) place in
which they can put it, until the hon. the
Commissioner of Rnilu'ays and Director of
Public Works sees fit to rieconsider his de-
cision with regard to a swelil triangular piece
of ground, which is said by thle Commaissioner
to be useful for railway purposes, but which the
Engineer-in-Chief, the Engineer of Existing
Lines, the Eagincer for Construction, and the
General Traffic Manager say--with all respect
to the Commissioner of Railways-is not re-
quired fur railway purposes. A few weeks
ago, when I came down to any place of husi-
ness, I found on the site where this objection.
able, but very necessary, convenience is being
erected, that materials for the building wore
being deposited. I saw the City Surveyor,
whom we councillors highbly respect, and in
whom we believe, aind I said to him, " Surely
you are not going to build that affair there ?,,
Me said he was. L said, " I understand you
-were to cemmunicate with the Comnmissioner

" of Ranilways. to see whether he would
-give you the small triangular corner

"1of the street." The Surveyor replied that
he maode out a ,.an, end saw the Corn-

missioner of Railways about it, and wAs
told by him that the piece of land was wanted
for railway purposes, and that the City Coun-
cii could not have i t. Well, I felt so strongly
on the point that I determined to see the Com-

isasioner of Railways myself, hoping that pos-
sibly he might ycild to nmy entreaties. I
knew I had no power to force him to
do so, but I thought I might per-
suade him, for it was not Nahoth's
vineyard that the City Council1 wonted, but mt
piece of public land that was required fur a.
public convenience. Yet, although I went
twice to see the Commissioner, I found him so
guarded that it was impossible for nit to see
him. In my despair, I called on certain
officers of the Department, whiom I have, al-
rea~dy . mentioned, and their answer in
each crase was that the small triangular
piece of ground could not fill any railway
purpose. However, as I1 could not see the
Cenamissiorer in person, I interviewed hint
through the telephone. and the bon. gentle-
mn will bear toe out that, having explained
the matter to hint, he told me had really no
power, but perhaps he could offer no objetion,
that perhaps after all the place where the
building was being erected might be the best
place for it. And, as to the trianigular piece of
ground, ho said he had made his; decision, And
could not alter it. That is the history of the
much &ased, but what I ami afraid will be
the mutch used, convenience near the railway
station in Perth.

Mu. Pimsen: Is the hen. member in order
in referring to the City Council ? There is no
reference to this matter in the Administra-
torsa Speech.

THE SPEAKER :It was usuatl to aillot
some latitude in the debate on the Address-in-
Reply.

Mr. GEORGE : I should be sorry, through
my ig-norance of the rules of this Assembly, to
be out of order, and nothing is farther f ront
my wish than to impose the City Cotuncil's
affairs on this Assemibly ; but aa the City
Council has been attacked, I felt I should he
wanting in loyalty to those mutnicipal col-
leagues with whom T am proud to sit, if I did
net defend them, and the Citby Council has not
received from the Commissioner of Railways
that consideration which its position entitles
it to. As to the Collie coalield, the coal1 has
been tried in the workshops of my firmi,
and we have found it answer our pun-_
poses very well. With regard to the

[26 Jwft, 1895.].Address-in-]Uply.



70 Address-in Reply. rASSEMBLY.) Address-in-Reply.

making of a railway to the coalfield,
that question will be debated in due
course; but at present I am glad to bear my
testin~ony to the fact that the Collie coal baa
been tried and not been found wanting. 1
cannot resutme, my scat without expressing
my pride that I find myself in a colony
which is beginning to move; and I think the
gentlemen who form this Assembly should feel
justly proud that they are some of the leaders
who are assisting this colony to go on. Five
years ago Western Australia stood at the
threshold of the nations and timidly knocked
To-day her doors are thrown wide open to the
world, and she welcomes those adventurousi
spirits to whom, their own land has for a time
denied a footing and driven within our shores.
Our goldfields have attracted, and are stiUl
attracting, these man ; and we are proud that
the recent discoveries prove almost without a
doubt the permanence of the fields. I believe
that wve have yet to realise the fufl benefits
resulting from this influx of population, and
Western Australia is to-day showing to the
world the one bright spot in the cloud of dark
depression which has fallen upon her neigh-
bours, the Eastern Colonies-a, depression
which we sincerely and fervently hope has
begun to mend, and ere long may entirely
clear away. Meanwhile, we heartily welcome
those who come to our shores, and recognise
that out of them we may fairly expect a large
proportion to remain amongst us, and become,
in fact and in name, true and loyal citizens of
this fair colony of Western Australia.

Mn. HOOLEY: I must congratulate the
Ovienmeut on the bill of fure whichl they have

laid before lion. members. i think they have a
satisfactory tale to tell, though they do not
deserve all the credit, becnuse circumstances
have forced it upon them. f would like to
refer to a fc~v of the items in the Governor's
Speech. With regard to the federation of the
colonies referred to in paragraph 4,, it all-
penis to ine not to suit this colony ait present,
although it may in time to come. It is well
known that nearly everything we use has to be
imported from the other colonies, and that we
send very little of anything away. It would,
I think, he at very one-sided bargain t9 Pocky-
ate with the other collonies. With re-
gard to public works I think the Speech
is very satisfactory, nof only to lion.
members, bat to the people of the col-
oily. It is a source of satisfaction to know
the public works are carried on in the

manner they are, and that they are returning
such a fair revenue to the country. I may
say I took acme part in the work of the Com-
mission that considered those public works,
and it is a source of satisfaction to me, and to
others, to know that they are being constructed
as they arc, so well within the estimates.
Ref erring to the harbour wvorks at Fremnantle,
I sincerely hope the powers that be will see
their way to extend the North Mole a consider-
able distance beyond what is contemplated at
the present time, so ats to form at safe an-
chorage during such weather as we havc been
having of late. I consider that in doing this
the money will be very well spent. With
regard to the railway line to the Coolgaxidie
goldfields, I have not long since returned from
thut locality, and am very glad indeed that
the line has been let well below the estimate,
and!I hope, in consequence, the Governinentin
their wisdom will see the desirability of ex.
tending it to Hannan's, if not beyond it,
for they must have a considerable amount of
money in hand. I hope the Government will
do this at the earliest possible moment, be-
cause the opening tip of the fields will assist,

*not only the goldields, but the colony gener-
*ally. With regard to the Agricultural Blank, I

way say, at the time this Bill wats passed,1I had
not the hiouorof being amemnber in this House,
or else I should have hadl something to say
against it. I have no faith in it, although
I have the greatest possible faith in
the gentleman who has been nppointed
manager. He is a capable gentleman
in every way, and will certainly do his
best, as will also the 3overnnient, but I amn
afraid their very best will be very bad. I1 am
afraid that when they want to call in money
they willifind it is not forthcomiug. Athingof

*this kind is net good enough for the Govern.
meat if no private individual is willing to take
it up; aud I venture to th ink that no financial

*institution would lend money upon the samne
security as the Agricultural Bnkl holds.
With regard to the N4orthern Districts, I con-
sider the Government have done their best to

*open up the stock routes. They did wisely in
opening uip the routeo over three or four hun-
dred miles of the driest districts by spending a
few hundred pounds. It was almost impos-
sible to get the stock to market, and t consider
the Government have met the matter very
fairly. I see paragraph 15 refers to the run-
ning of trains on the Midland railway. I can

*quite endorse the remarks of the hion. member
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for W~est Kimberley. I believe four trains a
week to be far in excess of the requirements,
and [ should like to see the number reduced
to three trains each week, up one day and
dtown the next. I am satisfied that trains on
three days a week would be equal to
the requirements for the next twelve
months, and that would certainly ease
the funds of the company, and they are
not overburdeuned with funds. I m
saitisfied front my knowledge and experience
of the country, ad the trade of that district,
that three tratins each way would be sufficient,
and I hope thes Government will take this
matter in hiand, and wasist the Company. I
do not like to see people pressed, and I think
it would press them to have to runfour trains,
each way, per week. I see by paragraph 19 that
the Government propose to reduce the tariff
on sundry artcles. 'Though the articles arenot
specified, If Suppose the reductions wvill bet
upon articles that cannot be produced in the
colony. Such as tea, Sugar, coffee, &c., and I do
think they ought to include tinned meats, for
those form a considerable ito... on the gold-
fields. Even the tis when emptied a of
great service. I saw people collecting
theme and making a revenue by burning them
down for the solder. I even Saw in one case,
at the Londonderry, a house that had been
built with these tins; hut, apart froat the
use of the tins, I think it wise to put
tinned meats oa the free list, or at any
rate to considerably reduce the amount of
duty on themi. It. is said that the people
will not use tinned meat if they can get
fresh, and there is just now a great outcry
with regard to the mat question. I am quite
sure that those who are talking about the
Stock Tax, and its remission, do not see its true
l'earing. They say the Stock Tax is heavy
upon them, I ask hon members what the
Stock Tax has to do with it? Tlhe buitchers go
into the sale yards and purchase cattle atauch
prices as they value them at. They do not
go to the owners, or shippers, and ask how
mnuch per head it hits cost to rear or land the
cattle ; they go there, and know howv iuch per
hfrad they are going to g~ve either for bullocks
or sheep. *lhe Stock Tax, instead of pressing
upon the consumer, presses upon the shipper of
cattle, the people in the other colonies. We do
nut want to got money out of our own people.
but from the people in the other colonies, and
it is a mistake to imagine it presses upon the
consumer. If steamers could be procured in

larger numbers to bring cattle and sheep from
the other colonies, it might be cheaper then
to the consumer if the market were over-
stocked. for then, instead of selling at 410 or
£12 per head, they would have to take what
they could get. It is all very well to cry out
about the Stock TIax presing, hard upon the
consumer, but it jnust be borne in mind by
hen. membeis that the squatters in this col-
ony are not making salt for their porridge.
TIhe only thingp they can rely upon is beef or
mutton, provided they get seasons sufficiently
good to produce it, for wool Scarcely pays the
expenses of sending it home. 'The fact is, in
their food, and clothing, boots, fencing and
everything they use, the squatters are
taxed, and they surely ought to be protected
to somne Slight extent. Hon. members must
admit that the argumnent for remitting the
Stock Tax, is a very one-sided one. I do not
think there is much more that I need to
dwell upon in connection 'viththe Governor's
Speech. I think on the whole the Government
area to be congratuldated upon it. There is
just one remark I would like to make in
reply to the hon. member who complained
of the Government importing Atone;
if that hon. member lived at Frenmantle, he
would see a very large building going up there
for a private owner, not of stone, but Of brick,
every brick of which, wait imported front the
other colanies. Why then blame the Govern.
ment?

MRi. JAMESS: They should not follow a bad
example.

MR. RIOOLEY :As I said before, the
Governmentuato be congratulated on the bill
Of fare they have presented to uts, and I join in
that congratulation.

Ma.HIASSELL: I move that the debate be
adjourned until the nest sitting of the House.

Motion put and passed.
AT)JOUILNMENT1.

The Hfouse, adjourned at 10'45 p.m. ntil
4-30 p.m. next day.


